
The Aprosiana
Library has a
modest front-

age, slightly worn.
Situated in the main
thoroughfare of Venti-
miglia Alta, Via Gari-
baldi, its open doorway
gives way to a modern
entrance hall, but this
anonymous facade
belies a secret.  

In the 17th century,
Angelico Aprosio of
Ventimiglia was in
correspondence with
many of the greatest
names of his day. They
regularly sent him
presents of books,
scholarly findings, religious
works; and delicate, illustrated
manuscripts. Aprosio donated
his gifts to his birthplace, the
City of Ventimiglia, for the
library which bears his name.
And there they remain.
In their thousands
More than 7000 volumes in
two lofted rooms, the oldest
lending library in Liguria and
one of the best 17th century
collections in the whole of
Italy: rows and rows of pre-
cious volumes, with a small
collection of paintings, also
from Aprosio's collection.

Part of the attraction is in
the story of Aprosio himself.
He became a monk against
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his parents' wishes.  After the
death of his only brother, they
wanted him to study law or
medicine. But instead he built
a literary career from his
cloisters. He was the first
Italian bibliographer of pseu-
donyms, and, fittingly, a writer
who wrote under many, many
names beside his own. 

The story of his corres-
pondence and consequently
vicious dispute with the
Benedictine nun, Arcangela
Tarabotti, a kind of 17th cen-
tury feminist is still exciting,
while his novels are thinly
disguised pictures of con-
temporary life.
Yet there are no queues of

scholars waiting for
access. There is only the
occasional student or
researcher looking for a
particular work, and the
odd family hiring a DVD
for a night's entertain-
ment, and that’s bec-
ause the Aprosiana is a
working library too.
Hanbury rescue
Originally it was in the
old Augustinian con-
vent, next to where the
tourist information is
now. There's even a
plaque to mark the spot.
Repeated invasions, the
twin destroyers of marsh
damp and wars, dam-

aged the collection at the
edges, until, on the cusp of
the 20th century, Thomas
Hanbury re-established the
Aprosia in its current home. 

Up the winding paths of the
old city, cool against the
midsummer heat, the library
holds its collection of 16,000
new items, and its far older
treasure, a window to a lost
world and a testament to the
fascination of its donor.

The Civica Biblioteca Aprosiana is
open Mon to Sat, 9.30-1.30pm
from June 1st to Sept 30th and from
8.30-1-30pm on Mon, Wed and
Sat, 2-7.30pm Tues, Thurs and Fri
from Oct 1st to May 31st.          

Lorna Gibb

The Aprosio collection
Ligurian library holds secrets from the seventeenth century

The Aprosio is in the old town of Ventimiglia Alta

by Tessa Williams
Working mother and self-confessed child at heart

Riviera with Kids

Someone remarked to
me recently that Saint
Tropez was like a zoo

in the summer.
Don't know what Zoo they

were used to but the Zoo Park
in St Jean Cap Ferrat is pretty
high class.

This little exotic paradise -
perched on a hilltop above
Beaulieu sur Mer in one of the
most beautiful parts of the
Riviera plays host to an
amazing extended family of
zebras, giant bears, stunning
pink flamingos, pelicans,
parrots, snakes and turtles.

Although they are all in
quite small captivity - they do
seem strangely happy. No
denying - this is a fairly bijou
"zoo" You can walk around the
complete park in around half
an hour which is slightly
disappointing once you have
paid their whopping enrtance
fees (15 euro for adults, 11
euro for children over 3, and
free for under 3s). But for
small kids this could be an
advantage, as they can see
everything in one trip.

It's fun and easy to find -
you get a special bus free from
right outside the train station

at Beaulieu (No. 81) that will
take you direct to the Zoo and
pick you up and drop you back
to the station.

The café at the Zoo serves
quite a good range of kid
friendly food, yet despite signs
warning you "Not to feed the
Animals" everywhere you
looked, people seemed to
surreptitiously be handing out
a biscuit or two to the little
monkeys.
Park life
As we come into September -
autumn beckons and the
approach of school - what
better time to check out the
beautiful parks on the Riviera?

One of the first has to be
the Park Chateau at the end of
Promenade des Anglais in
Nice . It is a fabulous place for
a picnic and has to have some
of the most stunning pano-
ramic views over the city. 

Right at the top of the hill
there is a play park and just
around the corner is the
enchanting waterfall that you
can just vaguely see cascading
from the beach at the bottom.

In fact for Ocean, the water-
fall was a lot more fun than
the play park, and she and her

pals proceeded to get ab-
solutely drenched in the
process.
A wooded picnic 
Park Chateau is completely
free - and open daily till 7pm.

Another park worth a visit is
Vaugrenier Park in Villeneuve
Loubet. It is on the road
parallel to Marineland (RN7)
(which I tried to keep very
quiet - as we are yet to visit -
Ocean is desperate). One of
the best things about this
green space is that unlike
many French parks it also has
swings! 

The park covers over 100
hectares and has a large
wooded area which is also
cool place for a picnic and
handy for bike rides. You can
walk there from Villeneuve
Loubet station, or take the
No. 200 bus that stops near to
Biot.
Coming up
From swinging parks to horse
riding and bowling - our next
adventure looks promising
and with Ocean starting
school any day - she may even
become a bit more well
behaved! Might even make it
to Marineland afterall.

out of Zurich and Nantes
airports, Antoniades deci-
ded to add a car valeting
and maintenance service to
the operation which is now
used by over 500 clients. 

Explains Antoniades,
“Most of my clients are
foreigners who have holiday
homes here and come to
the Côte for 1-2 months of
the year. When they leave
they want to know their car
will be safe, clean and
maintained during their
absence and that it will be
waiting for them at the
airport when they return
here. Easy Parking is the
easy answer for them” he
explains.

“The valet
parking ser-
vice means
you drive to
your depar-
ture terminal
where an Ea-
sy Parking
valet will be
waiting for
you.“ 

He'll take
the car and
park it acco-
rding to your
wishes (out-

door or garage parking). While
you're away the car can be
valeted and routine main-
tenance work carried out.
When you come back, as soon
as you receive your luggage, a
quick phone call to Easy
Parking will mean your car will
be waiting for you outside
your arrival terminal three
minutes later. 

With Nice airport parking
starting at 11 euro per day, it
could well be worth your
while. If it all sounds too good
to be true. 
Tel: 04 86 57 26 22 
www.easy-parking.com 

Easy airport parking
Local business offers to pick up your car on departure and then

pick you up at your terminal on your return to Nice airport

Public carparking at
Nice airport is perhaps
not always as safe as

you'd like it to be and the cost
of storing your car in a garage
when you leave the Côte for
business or pleasure can be a
headache.

These kinds of problems led
former consultant Dimitri
Antoniades to set up Easy
Parking four years ago. 

As a regular traveller
himself he realised how useful
it would be to have someone
pick up the car from his
departure terminal and be
waiting there to hand it back
to him when he returned. 

Having researched the idea
at similar businesses working

Your car will be parked just the way you’d like by
your own Easy Parking valet - all part of the serviceA
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Dimitri Antoniades wants to make
your life easier with Easy Parking
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